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H.O.P.E. General Monthly Meeting

April 14, 2011     9am

Keith Middle School Community Room

Attendance:  M. Castro, C. Costa, J. Stark, R. Chamberlain, E. Gonzalez, C. Wallquist, D. Lima, L. Serpa, K. Keefe, B. Pereira, H. Perez, G. Bongiorno, M. Dagher, A. Williams, T. Fontes, C. Smiler, J. Fox. H. Marques, C. Alves, P. Talbot, L. Rego, J. Santos, S. Martins, A. Hampson, R. McCullough, R. Carter, J. Oliveira, D. Provencher, R. McPherson, C. Robert.
· Welcome by Robert McPherson with introductions made around the room.
· James Stark, EOPSS Grant Manager makes introduction.  
· Shannon is a youth violence initiative, filling gaps in service with a comprehensive approach. Share your stories with us.
· Using Social Media to Prevent Gang Violence and Engage Youth Guide, Innovative Practices from the Senator Charles E. Shannon, Jr. Community Initiative Series. Find it at, www.makepeacenb.org
· Linda Pacheco, Director of Public Safety Education at the Bristol County Sheriff’s Office.
· Bullying is a serious public health issue.

· New Bullying law, MGL Ch. 71 Sec 370.
· Start teaching at the elementary level- Prevention education K-12.
· Laws should be posted for a clear understanding that bullying is criminal.
· Responsibility to report and investigate. – “Responsible Reporter”.
· Hate crimes ARE NOT OKAY!!!

· Bully-Bystander-Victim   85% are caring majority.

· Out of fear, 160,000 students miss school a day.

· Butterfly Project at Lincoln School for 4 & 5 grade; call Monica @ 508-997-4889.
· ICC in elementary schools for six years: “Make connections and healthy choices.” Words hurt. 

· What is your program doing?
· New Directions provides experiences and better choices for approximately 800 at risk youth of our community through job placement opportunities.
· SouRce – Community based Reentry program- working with parole, BCSO and mentors to improve life for recently paroled citizens.
· Collaboration between two H.O.P.E. case managers and the Street Outreach Team to better serve our at risk youth.
· The Women’s Center provides outreach in middle schools, The “MVP” Program teaches the signs of trouble and where to go for help. Be a “safe bystander”.  
· JDC provides second chances to at risk youth.
· Announcements

· The Future of transit in New Bedford – Planning meeting throughout the city, contact Colleen Dawicki at the Urban Inititiative @ 508-910-6407 or cdawicki@umassd.edu
· 3rd EyE Open, July 16th at Buttonwood Park, www.3rdeyeunlimited.com
· Cooks Who Care to benefit the Women’s Center, April 30th, call 508-996-3343  x25 

· Community Boating Center Youth Programs 2011, www.communityboating.org 
· Invest in Kids All you can eat spaghetti and meatball dinner, May 19th, call Monica, 508-997-4889
  Adjourned 10:30am
Next meeting is May 12, 2011.
                       “ST***Lunch 
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