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H.O.P.E. General Monthly Meeting

March 10, 2011     9am

Keith Middle School Community Room

Attendance:  M. Castro, D. Lima, C. Wallquist, H. Marques, R. McPherson, S. Flannery, C. McCloskey, S. Rebeiro, S. Martins, S. Nielsen, K. Vieira, R. Oliveira, P. Talbot, R. Chamberlain, C. Smiler, Z. Hansen-DiBello, L. Rego, J. Oliveira, T. Fontes, E. Gonzalez, K. Keefe, B. Pereira, J. Serpa, A. Hampson, D. Spencer, R. Carter, C. Dias, J. Paradise, J. McGrath, D. Provencher, D. Lopes, C. Robert.
· Welcome by Deirdre and introductions.
· Detective Sargeant Bryan Safioleas and Paul Fonseca of the Gang Unit. 
· What is a gang? 
· Recognition- Sense of family, identity and status
· Technology, transportation, social media, hot spots, boundaries gone
· Behavior
· Colors
· Graffiti
· Tattoos
· Signs
· Music and Movies
· Documented local gangs
· Leadership
· Evolution- Changing-Transient- splintering- breakdown of territoriality (hybrids)- 
· Prison affiliations-alignments-migration then upon release spreading to street.
· G.R.E.A.T. Program- Gang Resistance Education and Training – Six lesson violence prevention program taught by trained law enforcement officers. The child learns important skills to help him/her avoid participation in bullying, violence and gangs. 
· 5th Graders
· Gang Resistance
· Bullying
· Anger management
· Respect
· Announcements
· The "Be the Change" workshop will focus on HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention. The workshop will look deeper into the cause of the HIV epidemic, who is being infected at a global and local level.  The workshop will conclude in a real world community based project created by the students to educate their community.  The start date is Monday March 7th and will go through May 2nd 2011. Workshops will be Mondays at 530pm at the 3rd Eye office on 28 Union St. Snacks will be provided. The program is FREE.  To sign up, email certified HIV/AIDS instructor Zoe Hansen-DiBello at zoe@marioninstitute.org  
 
· A Wellness Series is planned to take place at the New Bedford Global Learning Center; gardens, yoga, etc. If you’d like to get involved, contact Zoe Hansen-DiBello at zoe@marioninstitute.org 
· Immigrants’ Assistance Center Fundraiser at Café Funchal on March 26th, celebrating 40 years. Call IAC at 508-996-8113 for more information.
· Mercy Meals and More Pancake Fund Raiser, Sunday, March 20th from 8am – 10:30am held at Pilgrim UCC Fellowship Home, $5 donation at door.
· Summer Job applications still available, 2:30pm – 4pm for 14 – 21 year olds at Career Center Youth Annex, 508-979-1700   x170. 
  Adjourned 10:25am
Next meeting is April 14, 2011.
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