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H.O.P.E. General Monthly Meeting

February 11, 2010     9am

Keith Middle School Community Room

Attendance: M. Mojica, S. Nielsen, P. Talbot, B. Barber, S. Nobre, M. Castro, R. Chamberlain, S. Martins, N. Mendes, D. Perkins, B. Pereira, C. Alves, N. Almeida, D. Lopes.   
*** Snow storm***
· Welcome by Deirdre
· Brian Pereira spoke about the Reentry program; community collaboration is needed more than ever to help transitioning individuals enter productively back into the community. H.O.P.E. has provided bus passes to help them in their job search.
· Cyber bullying presented by:

Sheriff Thomas M. Hodgson

Bristol County Sheriff’s Office
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And

“A Time for You Series”
Sponsor an “i-Parent” Evening – Internet Safety Education
Learn about the Dangers of Social Web sites like My Space, Bebo, Xanga, etc. Does your child have a profile?                                                                                                
·           
You Look Out For Them in the Real World… Do You Know What They’re Doing Online and on Cell Phones?
1 in 8 children have been asked by someone on the Internet to meet face to face.
Learn About the Dangers Your Kids Face 

· and 
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T am the key to bullding a safer USA
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  Your Legal Responsibilities        [image: image5.jpg]



                                                                          
Keith Middle School                                                  Tuesday, March 30, 2010

225 Hathaway Boulevard                                              
 6:00pm  -  8:00pm
      New Bedford, MA
· Monica Castro spoke about the Girls Rule! Program:

The City of New Bedford Department of Community Services will implement a Girls Rule! Program from January– June 2010.

The program will operate two days per week from 3-5:30 pm for twenty weeks and assist fifteen teenage girls (ages 11-15) referred by the New Bedford Public Schools. Transportation is provided to the program and then back to Roosevelt.

The program’s curriculum will focus on these themes:

· Community Re-Connections

· The Arts, dance and acting

· Life Skills/Making Good Choices

· Etiquette

· Crochet

The program design reflects a supportive environment designed to build on each participant’s academic and social assets.  Because this program is referral-based, its success will be based on a team approach that involves this Department’s staff, the referring entity, school personnel and the parent/guardian. In additional to the program description that follows, it is the expectation that the referring agencies cooperate and meet regularly to discuss progress – and setbacks – of each student. 

The program staff will be flexible enough to modify the curriculum and make adjustments as needed to ensure student growth and progress.  Young participants will develop skills in theatre/acting and dance/movement through work with performance professionals.  

Girls Rule! participants will meet one time each week – on Wednesdays at Brick by Brick where they plan to empower the girls through art, music and dance.  Possible topics that will be explored will include feminism, body image, domestic violence, sexual assault, self-esteem, women and the media, women artist and musicians.  We will present these topics in a way that is engaging, promotes discussion and self-expression.  Through exposing them in various creative pieces throughout literature and music, and photography, students will be encouraged to look beyond their present circumstances and social expectations and will be encouraged to think critically about themselves and their surroundings.  At the end of each session, students will create their own personal reflections in a personal diary and will then use these reflections to create their own creative piece (songs, poetry or theatrical piece).  These creative pieces will be presented in a CD and /or performance.

On Thursdays, the girls will meet at First Unitarian Church in downtown New Bedford, we will discuss respect, good manners and good behavior.  Each week, a different topic will be addressed using printed material and role-playing.  The girls will do arts and crafts.  They will also learn to crochet, and make blankets to be donated.  The girls will have input as to which topics should be expanded upon based on their actual daily experiences.  We will have a comprehensive discussion on the Holocaust and bring in a Holocaust survivors.  We are also planning on taking the girls to gifts to give to volunteer.

Program Contact: Monica Castro


City Hall, Room 220 8:30 AM – 5:00 PM

Tel: 508.997.4889   1-508-245-9679c FAX: 508.991.6262

The next H.O.P.E. Collaborative meeting is March 11, 9am in the Keith Middle School Community Room.

www.makepeacenb.org 
Are your kids SEXTING?
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